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2022 wnwphu hp wwwpwnpt Yp hwuth: dbpownuu £ 2022 tnwpnwwt: Uhwdwdwuwy 2023 wvnwphu
npwu ubdhu k£, wpnku huy Yp pwyk nninp ubipu dinubint, unp uyhgp nubiint, unp hnphgntu pwuwint dbp
nhdwg:

Swpdwp dwdwuwyu £ hpdw dunwdbint wwwpwnnn mwpniwt dwuht, dwuwwwun uywubine
wju nwpniw, np unp whunh uyuh hp wnweohtu pwjtipp Uit Gr UGup whwnh jubiup dwjubpp wyn unp
ninuwpuwyjtpnt Yonnjehu:

Unwohu htipehu hwpgntd dp Yp ufuh dtip dinpht dko wuhwugquunwgut), wpntop wikiih jwt whwnp
puwiy ybp nhdwg pwgninn LNAN 2023 Swphu: Puwlwuwpwp ns biu Junwh G4, b ng w nnu Yptwu
quwwh pwi: Geb bwjhup wugunn Swpnwwt, nhiphtu twph dp skinwit, punhwupwwbu wotuwphpu
L dwutwinpwpwp hwinyebwt hwdwp: Cwdwbwpwyp nmwywihu Yp gnpdt, nunbuwlwu tmwquwwp Yp qwpniuwynth,
wwuwunbipwquubipp hptiug wibpubpp Yp uthnbu, hnnwjht L tnwpwédpwihu Ynpniunubip, gnhbp Gr Ynpnwunutip hwpwquwmubipnt
b Uhu Ynndk «wpnwp» wotuwphp nnyehiup b wbu wuwpnwpnyebwug: N°ip Gup dbup npwbu dwpnyniehiu wjuop, huswhuli
ybpwptpdniup Yp wwsébup wyu pninpht bywwndwdp: Ybpbi jhontwd pninp ndntwpnightutbp nt mwquwwubipp niqbiup Ywd sniqbiup
dbp Ywuph abkpp thnfubight: Nipbdu fiug wkwnp £ pub, «wywwnpwunneh) Junwgnjulius: Puwlwuwpwn ng, niubuw 3N3UL
LURUSN3LhL:

JdbipbiL jhontwd pninp lmwquwwubip ne ndnwwpnighutpp Ypuwu dbp wofuwphp thntubi, pwig s Ypuwnp thnfubip hd G pnt
Uuwnniwédp: Uuthnihnfu £ Uunniwd, nt wuthnihnfu whwnph duwy wupunhwun thnfuninn wafuwphhtu dky:

Uuwinniwd sk thnfuntwd ni sh thnfunthp: Uu dhouin Yp fuoup dtigh htiwnn unju uhpny nt hwjpwlwu unju hngqwdniptiwdp:

Pnithnfuninn wotuwphpt dke, dwuwiwun wnhpnn ndnwwpnihuttipnit bic mwquwwubipniu nhdwg tppbdu Y'puypyhup G
tppbidu Ubp Yewupp nnipu Ynt quy bp Jepwhuynnnipbubu: <nbiwpwp, Bus puby, ek ng jub) Wuwnnidng dwjup, pdpnub| hp fuouphu
Godwpwiniphiup b Ubp Yewupp hpbu jwudub) Bp Ywdphu:

Lbnbiiwpwn, dbup whwp E yGpwunpngnihup, nwnuwup Lnp Uwpn, unpngbup dtp Juwnwdnyehiup Uunnwdng hbw,
Juinwhhup nt dbp Yewupp bpbu jwudubup dhown «3NRUULNAY LURUSN3 LA L»:

Gunphwinp Lnp Swph
Pwpqtu Uppbwpulynwynu

ruUPUSNU4UL

Quuwwwh <wyng tUh Ugguihtu Unweunpnwpwuh' «Lntuwinphs GYtinkghu Swu Ukg» Ypouwywlu wduwpbneh wnwehu
hpwwwpwyniphtup Ywwnwpniwsd £ 2016-h HYynbdptpht, Swuwwnwih tmwpwdpht wwpnn hwynpnhubipnu thnfuwugbnt hngbinp uundun. G
hw) mwu Jdko Ypouwlwu wduwptipep nwnpdubint Lniuwinpsh wudwp Ywuptnp, np Yp |ntuwinpl hwynt hnghtu nt uppunp:

Wu rhip Lnwuwinpsh 70-pn phiu £: Unwohtu pwdupt dke Yp guinukp Unweounpn Uppwquiu <op wwwngwdp, fudpwghpht fuoupp
GL Wunnwwdwoniusku nuytinku hwdwp dp: Gpypnpn pwduny, ubpyuwjwgnigws Gup hwy G punhwupwlwu Glytintigin) hwiptiptu gpniehiu
dp, pwpnjwfuouwlwu gpniehtu dp, dwuntyubipnt Gt wwwnwuhubipnt hwdwp ywwpwunniwd pwnwluwn, np wnpusniwd E Gppnpn Eohu
Ypw) ubipyujwgniwd Uunniwdwouswlwu pupbpgwuniypbiwt htin tit hngbpwuwywu dunnpnidutip: Gppnpn pwdupt dky, whwnp wnbuukp
Uuwnniwédwouswlwu hwnnwwd dp, wwwnmwuhubpniu dunwhnphgnup punjwjutint hwdwp ywwnpwuwnwé Gup hwpgwnpnwd dp ni wunug
hngbiinp wédwu hwdwp juwnniy wnopp: Gppnpn pwduhtu ytpowinpniptiwt Gphunwuwpnubpniu hngbitnp jugbignid wnwnt bywwnwyny
nbnwnpwd tup hwpg-wwwnwufuwu pwdhu dp: huly, snppnpn pwdupu dke Yp quukp gpwfuouwyw dp, Shuwlwu pwdhu, npntu dky
ubpywywgnigwsd Gup vtip tlytintigin unipptipniu YGwupbipku, pphunnubwlwu hwpgwnpnwdutip tic hwy wnwywagpniebwu hwpunnyehiuutpbu
wwwnwnhy dp:

Wu phip dnfuwgnigws tu' Qbpw. S. Fnwpn 0. dpn. Rhwwklybwup, Updu. S. Qwnupy UL, Lhuj. Snyniubiwup, Pwng. Swpou
Upy. Cwpwbbwup, Pwp. Guwjh Upy. Uwunitybwup br <ngbipwtu Lnpw Chphitwup: Snjuny Gup, np «Lntuwiwnphs»p Yp nwnuwy (nju G hp
wwwngwdp Yp thnfuwgl hipwpuwtship pupbipgnnh:

Cnunny wyhuih nhdwinptiup 2023 pniwywup: (dnn np, Quwnnidn) ophuntehiup wnwwnwwbu htnnt hipwpwuship hwy obwfup ypwy: fénn
nn, htppwuship hwynt mwt 6pwgp Juw) wudwn, Upwqwd |Gpwt snpu qugupubpbu Ywiuniwd Lnwwwinpsh wudwp wupebinhu udwu: (@nn
np, Shpne fuwnwnniehiup hwuwnwwnth hipwpwuship dwpnne upnh dkg G Shpng unbindwgnpdnipbwu wuwyp' dwpnp wwph pwpniyebwdp,
Gpowuyniptiwdp, jwonnnipbiwdp tit uppny 2powwwnnLwS:

Pwph pupbpgwuniehiu: <wyn Swlnp

fudpwapn

nuusEL <cuuur

«UJEU wugqwd np funphbigwy' pE hjuwine ypwy B, pne ukpn, “When | said, “My foot is slipping,” your unfailing love, Lord, supported me.”
SEp, oqunipbiwu hwuwt hudh»: Psalms 94:18
Uwndnu 94:18
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«Luwn ghwighp, np GpE dkyp ypunht ssup’
sh Ypuwp wnbuub] Uunniény wppwyniyehiup»
(Bnyhwuuku 3:2):

Lphuwnnu wyu fuouptipny |nuwpwutig Lhynntdnup: <pbw) patluwuwinpp
shwulgwt ybpnugbiw| wunniwdwiht wwwnibpp: Lppunnu pwguwunpbg
putiny, RL dwpn wkwp £, np hngbwtu YGpunhu up, npwkugh Uuwnnidn)
wppwjniebiwu dko Unipp Ubnwupt' ubnwuwlyhg nwnuw:

Ujuop, wuqwd dp Gu Lppuinnu Ynt gy unju wwwnikpp ninnbint
Jtqut hipwpwushiphtu pubind, L wkwp £ yGpunpu dupup: Uhwiwuhy
2022 wwphu Yp dJonbuw) hp wiwpwpt G o2nwnny whunp nhdwinptup unp
wnwphu: Puwlwuwpwn, hrpwpwtshipu mwnpbdninh wnweht opku huy Yp
uluhup dwnwdt, ph huswtu Yupbih § Yewuph wibih jwuntuwinp pupwgp dp
atinp pbipb|, junwonhdniebwu unp hnabip, jwonnnyetiwt Unp Uwywwnwyubp,
punwublwu wnnne YEwup b udwuwwnphw dnwdnidubp nwpniwu
wnwohu opny wpwg-wpwg Yp mnnwugbu dtip dwnph ywuwnwnhu ypw:
Yuwmwhwpwnp, uws Gup wj| mbuwyh pupbdwneniehiuutp, npnup gbinkighy
Yp hustu dbp wlwugubipniu, oppuwl' Yp jnwuwup, np GYnn twphu wibih e
opbip pbpk Ubkgh, wugunn mwpniwu whu swpnipbwdp, nfuwlwniebwdp,
wuwnwppbpniebwdp (Ggnwu sppjwy, wy' hp hbwn pbpk fjuwnwnnyehu, ukp,
hwdpbpniehtu, wnnnonyeshiu bt wy| pwpppubp: Wu pninp dunnwénwdubpbu
Jtlyuws, Jtp dinphtu dke unp wmwphtu Yp yGpwdnith wudh, np Yupdtbu hbnniu
uuwinwd Yp dunwdt, pL donhy wwwgwhu hipwpwuship dwpnnt huswhup
pwphputip Ypuwy unthpbi:

Upptih puptipgnn, Y'wpdt wwh dp dunwét, ek unp vwpniwu
gh2tpp nwown dp hpnbhp dwwnunth, pwjg dtup wuwnwppbp gununtbind,
hpyhgniwsd nwsowp phiny Gt wintu Gppwiny tp hwpwqwwubpniu b
pwntywdubpnwu htwn unp tnwphtu nhdwinptup: Upnbtiop jwonpn opp, unp
nwnnwt wnwoht opp' nwownhu Ypwyp dwpwd whwnp pyui;: Puwlwuwpwn,
ns:

Lwt nhwnbup dbp wwpwé Yawupp: Uhwiwuhy mwphubp wugwu
bt unpbipp nhdwinpbighup, uwlwju fius hnthnfunyehiubip wbnh niubgwu:
Muwuwnbpwqdubpp Yp 2wpniuwynthu, hwdwywpwyubpp Yp pwqdwuw,
GYtntghutipp Yp hwynthu b Gppwiny wikh Yp ndniwpwuwy vbp Yewupp:
Unp vwppu dbp yepwunpngnibnt wwhu E: Geb wugunn tnwphu dtgh
hwdwp jwt tnwph dp sk Gnwd, jwugwupp twpniwu Ypwy snubiup ghup
wud dp hwdwpbny, npnyhbwntL dtip gwuwdhu hntudpu £, np Yp unwuwup
nwpnw puewgpht: Lnp Swpht Jwiwgnju wnhpu &, win qtintghy
pwnbtdwnrewupbpp h gnpd nubint Gi ng e wpwnwuwubnt Gt Ywd uwwubint,
np niph2 dp quiju hpwgnpdt: Swynpnu Unwpbiwg hp punhwupwywu
uwdwyhu dke Y’ puk. «hwiwwnpp wnwug gnpdtipnt dbnwé b» (3. 2.26). unju
E wwpwaqwt jniuwiniu: 3njup wnwudhu, wnwug gnpdtipnt, dtnwd jnju k,
npnyhtinti Utq Yp ywht uywudwu yhdwyh dke, huly uwywudwu ypdwyp
dbq héwgubiny’ pwyp 0’huy wngbit sh nmwuhp: dwdwuwyu £, np jnuwne
Ynnphtu uwbiL gnpdtiup:

dbpowwku, huswbu Ywnbih b dbnp pbipb) unp duniun G unp
Ybwup' unp mwpniwu 2tdhu: <hu dwpnne hwywpungehiup' unp dwipnnt
funuwphniebwt Ybpwdtng, wuduwuhpnnishiup' puybpwuppnypbw,
nfuwwinyehiup' ubipnnwdwnyebwy, wuwmwppbpnyehiup'
wwwwufuwuwwnniniebwu: Gpp dbp YEwuph wnweuwlwpg gnpdtpp
nunphup Gpynpnpnwlwu nuubit, wjuwhuny £, np éinp Yp ptiptup unp
éuniun, unp Ybwup B Yp nwnuwup unp dwpn:

Guuyh Uwplyunwq Uwtnybwt

s

& Uulpnnuignigtp Uwmnmwidupbsughl puntpny wunpuunmws hwitkmyp b qutp wwhmwd kphn

UGl z2U3rert ut vOUbL

Uur0pL ZUUEM
LpusSnubk UELSC

(phuninuh hhwupwys ukpp)

Muwwybipwgubup, np dwpn Up pwgwinpwywu
wwjww Yp dnuk’ nhnbnt hwdwp hnu ginunwwd
wwwnybipubipu nu wpnwbuinp gnpdtipp, hwpuwnniphuutipu
nL whwinpwupp, npnup quuwqwu pwdhuubipne dky
gbwntinnuwé Gu: Gptiwyw)tigkp uwbi, np unju dwpnp,
pwaqwinphu hhypu ppwiny’ wunp hbwn ubnwu bunwsd kG
gnwd hp wngbit npniwéd quuwqwu nbuwyh hwdwnwd
nunbijhpubip nu pdwbhutip: Uwpnp wdku pdwunny
Up gpwinth ghup 2powwwmnwd glingynyetwdp bi
hwpuwnniebwdp: 3twn wwjwwbu nnipu Junwpnibiny'
wnpwwn nt wnunw Jwjp dp Yp 2wpunnth: Ywd
wwwnltipwgnigkp dbdwuwtu glintighy Ynju dp, np hp
gbintigynipbiwdp Yp gipwquigt hp ginhtu pninp Ynjutipp,
Y’ wdnutwuwy gugninhubip hwgunn wwn wngbin, wuwnpg
GL wnpwwn dwpnnt dp htwn: Uww, dwowd hwgniunubipniu
thnfuwpku' Ypup wunp pwgquinpulwu ggbunubp Yp
hwgnitiguk, pwa Yp nuk wunp gffuniu bt wdnwuwuwny’
Yp dhwinpnih wunp htwn: 2wpdwgwsd ne hhwgwd' fubind
dwpnp hup hpbu Y’ puk. «Upnbop Gu' Untwuwnu, wnpwwnu,
fubinéu b funuwphu, wpdwufi Gd udwu Yhu dp niubuwno:
Wju & wyu’ hug np Uunnuwd ppuwi fubinéniypwy dwpnndu:
2w wpdwuh nwnpdéntg, npwkugh wu wmwppbip wotuwph dp
tiL pwngpwhwd nunbithp Jwbik, huswybu bwbi wunp jujnubg
pwawinpnypbiwlu gbinbgyniehiuu nu hwnpbipp, wjupupt’
tpyuwjphu qinbgyniepiup: Wu uwwnwnpniwd wpwppbu tinp,
tpp dwpn wnintbw) hngbitnp thwnptipp Yp hwdbdwnk wju
wotuwphh tiptitnputipniu htwn, wwyw wdpnnowwku Yp dqk
quunup nt §'wuwnbul woluwphwihup: Uu wofuwphpu dky,
wunp bwjntwédpn, bk unjuhuy pwaqwinph dp, hofuwuh
dp Gt Ywd hdwuwnniup dp ypw) hjuw), www wu hp
uwjnuudpp nkwh Ytp nupdubing’ Gpluwht quudht dpuwy
Up Ybnpnuwguk: Uunniwd ubp ppwinyd’ dwpnp wpdwup
nwpdntg, np £phunnup Ypwyp unwuwy, npwkugh wunp
dhongwt hp hngbwtu fjuwnwnniehtup gk, gudniebwdp
nipwfuwuw) Gt wn juibin wjunbin hwuwnwuinnth:

UGst Unipp Uwlup

Ywpg Up bpwwnbbip Epk UkYp
Up Ywpowmtiwu Souwlwiu Tpowuhu:

ﬁ(uuummu] np yhoinp pniddwit pupwgph
ULy pwdhbu k:

ﬁqbr}pnhu‘ghp wyt pwbbpnib ypuy,
npnup Ypbwu Gulwlpnb:
Cung 2k whunip qquip:
Gdwnhw qopniphiup, pweniphiub £
plw] Wwwnpwuw b Swbybwg gukpp:

ﬁ‘nmxl‘,wml: wyt wudkpp, np nwihu
YGwuphn dke:

ﬁ@nnak unp wwwunniphLutp unkndb:

Dnpak Yuy

R
pwnhp puby niphoht, win pbq
Yp thnpak gnbntiwl wwbk):

f} Uh’ Jwhutiwp oguniphii futinpbik:

A Few Tips If You Are Missing
Someone During The Holiday:

¢ Trust that grief is a part of the healing process
ﬁ Focus on the things you can control

It’s OKAY to feel sad. True strength is the courage
to be vulnerable and acknowledge the pain.

ﬁ Celebrate the people you have

punbpp:

ululs|r|s|U|z|S|U Uunniwé Unpk Uuwnntp
ula[rlvlafulrlula] 0 e o
SI|U|B|U|SY|Q2|E |E Utp Unud Uluunih
©|P|R|U|C|BG|UL|E|L | Shaphu Yht Blnyp
G| 0p|8|ulu|p |yl Pt o4

rio|lu|s | N|rp|U|0|S Nwhnws pum.-

Y| U|8 |E|UL|U|U|U|U]| by kp dbp twhubuypbpmb wowghn
ujviu|lu|n|k|u ||| e

IR 0]V B|2|DP|O

2| N]hL|O|U|E {?ulhhn optpnt Uk Uuwnniwé uinkindtg wphmuphp:

ﬁ? Try creating new traditions

Try doing something kind for
others if you have the capacity,
it might help you to feel better:)

NORA'S GUIDANCE

¢ Don’t be afraid to ask for HELP!!
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Runpuwgndwilyuls phiu 1
N°J £ Uunniwd

Uunniwd hpwluit
wonwwuby Uunnidny anintebwt hw

buswEu Ywnb

Muwnwuluwubiint hwdwp hpwpnt wnugniwd wju hwpgwnpnwfubipniu,
GUEp bwlu wwwufuwubup hGwnbibw] nwuwywu, thhihunthwjwlywu
hwpgnwhu.- hught nsusnipbwu thnfuwpku' hug-np pwt gnjnuehiu niup:
husnt wmhtigippp, husAt dbup' dwpn wpwpwdubpu:

Wu hwpgwnpnwfubipp, h ybpon), wwwnbwnh Gi hdwuwnph dwuhu Gu:

Muwwnbwn

Lwjwd thwunwpynidp hbwnbibw| hwunmwunnwip Y’ puk.- npb pwu np
ulhgp Y'wnut, [ghup gnjugunn] wwwbwn dp niup: Shgbppp uyhgp wnwsé
E: Shtqbippp [ghup gnjugunn] wwwéwn dp niup:

dwdwtwlwyhg ghwniphiup Yp wwownwwul wiu phqp, ek’ whtqtinpp
uyhgp ntup, juthwnbuwlw sk, nwunh B ghup gnjugunn wwwéwn dp niup:
(gt UGS Mwyehiup (Big Bang) Ypuwy uygpuwinpnidp pwi wnhkgtnph,
pwjg ns' uygpuwinpnnp: Mewp £ np wyu UGS Mwyphiupt Ginpu Yegwd pwu
dp Yuwd dEyp pyjuwg: :

Uhouwnwnpbwt wunniwdwpwt' (nddwu Upnithuwghht hwdwdéwju,
wkwp £ np «cwtiyunbwn ywwndwn» dp gnjnuehiu niubuwy: Uy fuoupny'
wubin uintindhy dp:

Wu «wuwwunbwn ywwndwn«p sh Ypuwp dwdwuwyh Gr tnwpwdnipbwu
Bupww) pywy, G npwku uygpuwinpnnp G unbindnnp wdku pwup' wkwnp

E np pyw) wibih gopbin bt fubjwgh, pwu fip huy unbindwgnpdniehiup:
Nuwnh, wtwp £ np dwdwuwlu nt mwpwnnehtup wunpwuguh, huy wwnnp
hwdwp wi’ wkwp £ ppwy juthnbuwlwu G wuupypwlywu: Uuwhund, Yp
jwughup Wuwnnwdn qunwithwpht:

«bul qUunnwuwid uinbtindnnp Ay E», Ypuwup jupbi; Uunnuws, pun
uwhdwuntdht, pwiny wunpwugwlywu, juthnbuwlwu G wuuhipwlwu, sh
Ypuwp unbindnuwsd ppw): Ut wwpquwbu' E:

hdwuwn
Grb whwnp sywpbuwihup hwuluw| ghtup, wwyw Uunniwsd hushit uinbdbg
d‘h .

q:
Mnwwnnup, nwuwlwu jnju thhihunthwt, wjuwkbu Yp pwgwwnpk.- Gek
wpwpwdp Yupbuwp wdpnnonipbiwdp pdpnub wpwphsp, www wpwpwdp
Y’ prwp unjuhupt wpwphsp: hug np wuhbipbe Gr wuhuwp k:

Upnuwntt, Uunniwd hupghtp juwjnuwd b dtigh, nppwuny np wkwp

nLuhup ghup dwustwint Gt hpGu hbwn jwpwpbpniehitu dp dowybnt

hwdwp: Uuwnnuwsé hupghup juwjnuwd £ wdbuwoowihbih Yepwny' Shunwu
Lphuwnnup jujnunipbiwdp:

Quwny Uuwnndn) n-wjupwu-hwuluwih Gpbupt, wwyw' wnhluw wwnpnuwy
whbwnp sk nwnuw) hpdk dbp hEnwuwntu. wy), punhwywnwyp, wupluw
wwwnbwn wkwnp £ hwunhuwtw) np dkup funtwnphhup hp wngbit, GpYyhinny
nt hhwgdntupny |tgnthup hptu hwunkw nt wwawnbup quiju:

<wyp Yanwpn

3.9. Utigh ninwnytigkp Uuwnnidn b hwiwwnph YGwuph dwuhtu &tip
ntubigwd hwpgnidubipp:

UsStN.ouaNroNkrecuL NMUSUNkErhLe

Uuwnniwd uintindtig glintighy wju wafuwphp: Ut ytg opnwwt dke untindtig wfuwnhp:

Uuwnniwd wnweht htipeht [njup untindtig, pubiny. «fdnn nu puwy», bt wjuwbu wnweht opp tinwi:

Gpypnpn opp Uuinnuwé unbindtig Gpyhupp:

Gppnpn opp Uuwinnuwd untindtig Gpyhpp, pnjubip nu dwntipp:

2nppnpn opp Uunniwd uintindtig winpkitp, (ntuhup, wuwnnbpt ni pninp dninpwiyubipp:
<hugbipnpn opp Uuwnniwd uinbindtig pngniuubinp, dntytipu nu pninp Yeunwuhubpp:
61 Uunnuwd nbuwt, np wdku hus pwph k:

dkgbipnpn opp Uuwnniwd unbindtig dwpnp: Uuwnnuwd dwpnp hp ywwnybpng untindtg:

Uuwnniwé wnweoht dwpnp Unwd Ynskg: Sbnny Yhwup nintwe wnwehu Yung' Guwjhu:

Uuwnniwé wjupwu uhpbg dwpnp, np hp unbindwd wotuwphp wunp jwudubg. Cubiny. «Ubkgkp, pwqdwgtp, Gpyhpp

(tgnigkp b wmhpbigbp»:

Apologetics 1

Who Is God?
Is God Real?
What is the Case for the Existence of God?

To answer these correlated questions, how about we start with
another philosophical classical question: why is there something
rather than nothing? Or, to put it simply, why is there anything at
all? Why a Universe? Why us, human beings?

It boils down to cause and meaning.

Cause

The Kalam argument goes like this: anything that begins to exist,
has a cause. The Universe began to exist. The Universe has a cause.
Modern science supports the notion that the Universe has a begin-
ning; it is not eternal, and therefore, it must have a cause. Though

the "Big Bang" could be the initiation of the universe, it is not the

initiator. There must be something or someone behind that initial
big blast.

The medieval theologian Thomas Aquinas argues that there has to
be an "un-caused Cause"; in other words, an un-created Creator of
everything.

That "un-caused Cause" cannot be affected by time and space,
since, as the initiator and the creator of everything, it has to be
more powerful and more intelligent than the creation itself. Hence,
it has to be above and beyond time and space; and for that it has to
be eternal and immaterial. Thus, we arrive at the notion of God.
"Who created God then?" could be the follow-up question. God, by
definition, being transcendental, eternal, and immaterial cannot be
created. He simply IS.

Meaning
Why bother create us if we were not supposed to understand God?
Plato, the classical Greek philosopher puts it this way: if the crea-

ture could fully understand the creator, then the creature would be
the creator itself, which, of course, would be absurd and impossi-

ble.
In fact, God has revealed himself to us as much as it is necessary

for us to know about him and develop a relationship with him. He

has revealed himself in the most tangible way, in the manifestation
of Jesus Christ himself.

As for the not-so-understandable part of God, well, that should not
drive us away from God, but rather it should humble us, it should
amaze us, fill us with awe and wonder, and drive us to worship him.
Think about it.

Fr. Keghart

P.S. send us your questions concerning God and the life of faith.

UltuuunusSuLBuyuUL

<uijp utip,

Snitp dbq, wintp pn gunph,
Lh nt |p* wdku op,

<uijn Jtip,

YUbwiup winip dbp hwyphyht,

YUbwiup winip dbp dwyphyht,
<uijn dtn,

Ubq wwhk pn wony,

Utq ophuk Unipp fuwsny,
<uijn dtin,

Uuwnniwd Unwdht nt Guwht hwdwp gbinkighYy wwpukg dp uintindtig, np wuntp wjuwnbn wwpht fuwnwn ne Gpowuhy:
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St. Stephen the Protomartyr and Deacon
By Dn. Daron Halajian

Every year the Armenian Apostolic
Church commemorates St. Stephen in the month
of December. Perhaps you have heard about St.
Stephen through a friend or a relative. St. Ste-
phen is commonly referred to as the ‘protomar-
tyr’ or ‘protodeacon’, but why is this? We read in
chapter six of the Book of Acts that the Apostles
laid their hands on seven disciples, of which Ste-
phen was the first. The account describes Stephen
as one who is “full of God’s grace and power,
performing great wonders and signs among the
people” (Acts 6:8). St. Stephen was also a wise
and courageous preacher. Those who were envi-
ous of him accused him of speaking blasphemous
words against God and Moses. As a result, he
was brought before the Sanhedrin; the supreme
tribunal of the Jews. Before the Sanhedrin, Ste-
phen recounts the Exodus story (second book in
the Old Testament) and names Moses as a pre-
figurative of Jesus, the awaited messiah of the
Israelites. However, the Sanhedrin were enraged
by Stephen’s appeal and rushed him out of the
city of Jerusalem where he was stoned to death.

In Acts 7:58 we read about an in-
dividual who keeps the garments of those
throwing the stones. His name is Saul who lat-
er received the Lord’s revelation on his way
to Damascus (Acts 9) and was renamed Paul,
the apostle who spread the teachings of Je-
sus to the first-century world and wrote sever-
al of the letters we read in the New Testament.

In Greek, the prefix ‘proto’ means ‘“first’.
As St. Stephen was the first to receive the laying
on of hands by the apostles, this is where we de-
rive the title of St. Stephen as ‘protodeacon’. St.
Stephen was also the first martyr of the Chris-
tian faith, hence the reason he is referred to as
the protomartyr. An interesting parallel to note
is that the first Christian Armenian martyr was
a female by the name of St. Santukhd (AD 38-
68), the daughter of King Sanadruk. The word
‘deacon’ is derived from the Greek diakonos,
meaning ‘one who serves’. The first deacons of
the universal church had the responsibility of
caring for widows, orphans and the poor. They
were also responsible for spreading the Word
of God. St. Stephen was one of the 72 disciples
mentioned in the Gospel according to Luke, chap-
ter 10, that were sent out by Jesus to evangelize.

Accordingly, the Feast of St. Stephen,
typically celebrated in the last week of December,
is a special day for all of the deacons that serve
in our parishes. Traditionally, the Armenian Ap-
ostolic Church ordains acolytes to the diaconate
on this feast day. It is customary for deacons to
wear crowns during the liturgy, in the festive spirit
of the joyful occasion. In some parishes, a pair
of deacons will do the incense during the liturgy
simultaneously and tie their stoles (shoulder sash)
cross-wise as an indication of their function and
to highlight the celebratory nature of the badarak.

Today, the diaconate plays an important
role in assisting our pastors within our parishes.
Aside from serving in liturgical services, they also
assist with various administrative duties. The role
of the diaconate outside of the church’s walls has
always been an imperative of the clerical office. This
feast may serve as a reminder to all deacons serv-
ing within our parishes that our communities seek
the comfort of the church beyond its walls. Dea-
cons serve as an extension of the clergy, and thus
today’s imperative is a diaconate that strives to live
out its role through active servitude unto others.

Let’s pray together:

We give you thanks,

O Lord of glory,

for the example of the first martyr
who looked up to heaven and prayed
for his persecutors to Your Son Jesus Christ,
who stands at Your right hand,
where

He lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, One God,

in glory everlasting.

Amen.
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