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PURAQEL Uretnhuunmnu
Unwsgunpn'
Qulwwnwih Iwjng GGUh

uvsuuunhNe uhup

dhpwthnpudwt wmolip Zwy Eiknkginy Sunuiwp Ynyniws
hhtg Uké woubkpku dtyu E, np Yp juwnwpnih Ognuwnnnul5-h
donwlwy Yhpwyht: Uy opp U. Uunnmiwdwsuh bplhup
thnpuwunpnibnt jhowwnwlh wott k:

Zuyng khknkght Ypunniuh, np U. Unju Uwphudp St
Uyt tr 83nuljhdtl, vwluyt Unipp Znghny uppnibgut b
fuwg whwpwwn: U. Uwphwdp juikpd §nju duwg. wb Ynju kp
twupwl yuuwp, Ynju kp jpniptwt pupwugphtt b Ynju tuwg
jbwn sttinkwt: Utnp jutkpd Yniuniphiup obpnniws Yp qukup
Uunniwbwoniyy,  Uwnbwih, Gibnkging wiwlinmipbwi,
owpwlwbubpni, hyytu twbkt  Eibnkguwt hwypbpnt
gpoiphtutipmtt  dkp:  Ujuwbu oswpwlubtubpnin dke  Up
Qupnup. «Junnuwsughtt Ukdwmqgnyu Epkp janphnipnubpp pnu
dbon 4p wbutnitht nt Yp juyntniht, nJ Uunniwswshi,
wbubpd jniphtl, whwpwwn suntbn, dfuwny whwyulub
llnLuanth b Shugbkwi»:  Unipp  Qphgnp Uhruwgh

zujpuubinnp Ypuk. «Uuphs Bt dwpnip Ynjuh Ynruniplwb
Yuhpp, shiwjunnibgur wbtwpwwn stunbkwb pupwgpht Gt ny wy
Unruniphiip wjuyhuh hqop b Ukdwupwly dSunitunh wpgkip
]11‘1111L»:

Qupphtyp  hpkpunwluytnp, -
Epp U. Unju Uwphudhtt wikwnhu |
wnniut, nnoniuikg npubny.
«Mpwhiugh p, ounphwh  Ynju, |
npnyhtntt Uunniws piqh htn b, © _
b wyw unkwnkg. «Unipp Znghipnt ¢
Ypwr whnh houk tr pupdpbwht 5 g
qopmippiip  pnt Ypwny  whwnh :
hwiigsh: fluwnh, Subjhp quiuln g
unipp b bt Uuwnnidny pnh whwp
Ynsnih»: Uhuiwuhl] tdwib juoup up
Unt qu U. Unjuh wjkinéniwms b
dwpnip uhpup  juwnunbgubine,
npnyhbnbr wb puws Ep. «Uuhlju
huswk uljupbkh b, Eppudniutugus
211L[»:

Anijuwuh Utkunnwpwuht dke hn
Yupnuip, pt htywytu Enhuwpkpp Snyhwiitu Uhpinpsh dwypp
Uwphwuptt wnbutbny 'nneniuk. «b by Lpowtlniphil, np
Shpne dwpp hush [uyglib»: Uhw pt hsyk u Urtknwpwtubpp
Un Jyuytl, pk 8huntu Uuwnnidn) Npnht | B bpk §p hwiwwnwp,
nn £phuninu Unipp Bppnppmipbwb phdpipku Jdbja £ W
Uuwnniény  Npnh, niphifu, Uwphwdp UYp nuntuy
Uununntwswduwyp jud Uunniwswshi:

Zhup mubkbwny Zw) thknkginy swpwluwbubkpp t U.
Zuypbkpnt nuumgnifubpp, @plsht hwdpwpdnidkn 15 wwph
wlg, U. Unjup Juwpifwth Gpniuwnkd:  «Gpluught
qopniphtuiipny L hplinkt uepkpny ®phhsp Yhouk qUju
wnubnw: Unwpbwjubpp, wg Puippennhdknukl,
vwnunubpgniptudp bt ophubpgnipbwdp Yp YJuwnwpkh
punnuip bt Uunp dupdhtp Judthnthby GEpubdwthh dnpht
uUkg, jminnil] wnkn Up: Gpkp on jEwnny Fuppnnhubnu wnwpbwip
Un JEpunwntuyg b §'niqk wmbdwdp uygkit)] Ynjuhti gipbquutn:
Bnp 4p pwtwb gbpiquuitip, muhljw pwthnip Yp qunukt: huniu
Pp fununnudht hwdwdwyt Eplhup thnpounpus Ep Shpuduygpp:
Twpdbwy owpwlubwghp Juppuuybnibpnt Jiumiptudp,
«Utnp, np ybpgnig twpiwdop jubgwupubpnt Gpyniupp G
dwpduny stwr Ltq" Uhwshu Npnhn, wyjuop wkp dketu JEpht
qopptnnt uke thnpuwnpkghp, np uhow hpp puiptjuou nitihtp £nt
wngkin, n bwjptpnt Uuunintwsp»: Ujuyku U, Ynju
Uwphwdp Epyhtup thnpwngpnibgun, uwg juikpdh Ynjup,
Uuwnniwswshup, pupbjuoup b jutiwg kg wdkutt ophtubwp:
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Gpwth b Ephgu Bpuwth wunp, np dnidjuy k, puwtiqh
dnidjumphtip twyku ks wowphuniphtt b Uwfuwjt
Jubgkp, pt wjt hush Ypuy Enp Yp nwpwsnih, hsh ke &
nn §p quwhwwnnth, htgh dke E, np Yp quhwignih:

Ujuyku® Juy (Egnih dnidjuniphii. wyuhlipl pwn
shuoup) b puunwipl pwtkp sfjuouh; mhpuwtnk] (kqniht,
fuoupny  syhpunnply, tponud spiiky, spunupljupuily
pwih Up dwuhl, np hwpluinp sk ghpup sqpuywuipunty,
spwdpwuty tnpopp, qununhpubp spwbiag, sqpunhy wyt
puwitiny, np Ukpp sk

Yuy Gwht junpqmpbwb dnidqupnphty, wjuhbpt’
nhpuybwnb] junnmpbwt bt qunwupl pup- puwtbhbipniu
niownpniphit spupduby:

Ywy  wbungmipbwb  dniduymiphil,  wjuhlpt’
nhpuybnbk] mbunnniptwl, hujtwugpp spupdul] Jud
niownhp stwghy pnnp hwdbh puubpmt Jud npkk
wuwwuplbton pwh:

Gu phipugpgenipbwi dnidjuniphil, wyuhtpt’
nhpuy bk pupyniptwt bt wjupwppontu spnppnphy:

Yuy thwnph dmdiuyniphit’ wjuhliph nhpuybinky
ubthwlwt nghhl, swbkusw) thwpwpwinipht, thwunp
sthunnk], dkdwihwn sppuwy, wwwniunnp  Ynsnifubp
sthunnky, sgnnnquiiwgy, skpwuqt) gnuuwtph dwupt:

Yuwj junphnipnubpnt dniduyniphit’  wjuhtph
Uuwnniény  tphhingnd  wpdwwnwjuh;  pukp  quuntp,
swmwpmpy - quypuynmphth ke hpuypp  jupnignn
lunphnipnutpyny, it hwdnyp sunnwiw) wunugut:

Cup. 1 Ewhpld Uunph
209k
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Uuunniwswdop  dwuhtt  muhtp Yupg Jp
nbnbimphtuutp’  jhownwlmws wibnwpubutbpnit
uke, npnup Yp Jyuykt wunp vhpn 8huniup hkwn Enws
ppwnt dwuht: Uwbntly 8huniuh duypp® Uwphwd, hp
quiulihtt suntunktt dvhbshr fuwsbmphi, punmd b
jupniphtl, wipwdwt tnus E Uugk:

Oumtintt btwp, qhup Yp wmbubbup SBhunmiup
Utnitwbtwlnsmpbwt, tnjuyktu punwubiopbuy wnwdwp
pubuydwtt wnhpubpny:

8nyukth bt Uwphwd, wnweunpynmws tpljuwght

wuwnqudl, thwpntun §m mwt Bghywunu' thplbm

hwdwp hpkug quiwlp Zkpnyntu wppugh Rtpnthtuh
dwunijubpnt gwppt: Zkpnynkuh dwhtu Ewnp unmipp

putnwuhpp Yp hwuwnwwnnih LVwqupkpeh dke, mip
duyjpulut  jutwdpny nt  gmpgnipwupny Shuniu
wtgpuk hp dwtyniphip:

Shownwlmpbwult  wpdwth Lt «npuniwd»
dwtnil] Shumuht kpkp on twnp Epniuwnkuh mwdwpht
Ut qununihp b mwgyuuwhwp Uwphwih juoupp. «Uju
h s pphp dkqh, iqu u. whw hwpn m bu mwljumydpuy
tnws phlq Yp thunnnkhup»:

Qutwh hwpuwthph pupwgphtt yuwwwhwsp
lpwlbwluihg npmuwg E npny pugwjwynoptl gnyg Yp
nnpnth Uunmwswdon bt Bhumuh uhoti gqniniphiu
niubkgnn ubpn Juwp, junluwyktu dop™ hp Npminju
ujuundudp mubkguws unp hwdngnudp, np hp quuuljp
odnniws £ wbjupbihtt Jupkih qupdunn ghppuwfut
Yupnnnm plwdp: Cup.
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Ypotwljul qqugniuh  dwgnidp ubpuopkl
wpplynmws  E Ypouh  Swquwt  qunuthwpht hbwn:
Uju  gtpghti  hwpppudbwhh  phpwugpht - puquupht
niuntfuwhpmphiubp juunwpnibgu b mkumphiuubp
wpunuwjwjnnikgut Ypoth swquwb dwuht:

Niunifuwuhpniphtt juwnwpnnubpp wyghnphiuutp
unthtt  bwptwlwt  opowth  dwnwjumphirutbpny
wypny  hwdwjipubpmt m  ghgbpnt, & wbknnh
Ypwy niumfuwuppbghtt wintg Yhuguntt nt wnhuhly
uupwughpp, wiwunmphiiubpt o unynpmiphiutubpp
L wju Ghpuyny wqqugqpuiub, hwuwpwlulwut b
Wwlmpwhtt puquupht  woluwwnmwuhpniphiutp
hpwunwpwltghtt: Nintfuwuhpmbgut btwkt twtwlut
b jEnwuduwg dnnnymiprubpm Ypouttpp, kL wnwehti huly
wnhpny, htyyhku wugbwh niuntduwuhpnnubpp, hpkup
tiu Jyuykght, np Ypoupp hwdwdwpnlught bEpbingpe
, §pouph odwgmtu m qqugmup dwppimpbwt swith
hht E, &L np pnnp dwdwbwlubpnil, twhbungupbut
dudwtwljubptu h Jtp, gnyniphtt mubkgus £ Ypotwmljui
qqugnidp:  Ublupbh b Gphiwlugl]  nplillk Ry
dudwtwjuopowth dwpnuyhtt hunwpwljutmphiu
wnwig Ypotwlwb qqugniuh m  Epbinypubpn:
Lwpibwnupbwb  opowkth  whnmdubph  dhongny
jayntwpbpniws hpipme dkdwgnjt dwubt wy Ypouph b
huwtwwnwhputipnt hkn Juwy muh: Uwpnluyht jEwuptu
wlpwdwth nmupp tnusé k Ypotpn:

ounauuuu uoreP

Uwhlyly 9kt Npippth wimbng  pugpnn  dp
htnhttwljws k «Ounnphtt Unoppp» dkntuwpl dp, np Yp
obonnk quuuuljubp 1ﬂibghh]_n1_ gnpsuwljut Ynnup:

Ut wyuyku qpus L« 11 Epltwinp Zwp, ghu wikih
Jwt dunnp Up ppk: Unpdtgnip hush hwuljiw quuuuljukpu,
np hwdpbpmpbwdp hptug dnhl pubd, pk huy niuht
nubihp, npykugh wqunmptwdp yuunwupwubd hpkug
hwupgmudfubpnit: Qhu Enn wwht qhpkup punuhebik Yud
hpttg hwjwnwlbk: Puy punupwup Jupnibjulbpy
np hpkugdl Puluukd, unjup hpkug gnyg nmud: Upgpk
qhu hpkug uppwjubpnit Jpuy ppunuyk B ud qhpkup
wuwhiwpwlbk, Epp sniqudu l'pukt: Gppkp qhphkup
sypundbd wbdu gnhwugubnt jud Judpu pwbbgubint
hwdwp: Uh 4qkp np quuuliu gnpuwunmt jud unbjm
thnpdniptwt dnbd: linnk qhu wdku dwd, np Jupbkbwd
gnjg ] pk wuljtndmphiup nipwpumphiu §p jnpptguk:

«FTwnoptd np hd dkpu swpwupnniphiup dwpbku, np
Epp pupubud, juptuwd (kqniu quubkp: Uhow jhotdd,
np quiuljukpu wquwhlukp &b, & hpkugdlk sshwhwuh
Jupmbjulbpy swlulugbu»:

«Uh" agkp np  wbhudpip ppud o ghpkp
qpitd npnpomitfubp wntbk: Ophuk qhu, np mubktwd
Ubdwupunmphtl, nuym wdktyu gnpstwljwb pwl, qnp Yp
haunpbu kL pugniphiu L[hpdthL wdkl quuuwlup pul,
qnp §'niql»:

«2hu ppk wppup B wquh: ﬂ/q Skp, ghu nupdnip
wjyhuht, np pud uhpmiws b jupgniws, htiyyku ke
ophttwljjh whd quiwljubpniu hwdwp»:

Uhpbphkp,

Ujuon utp quuulubpp nppwtt wkwnp muht wyu
wnbuwl wnopnn sunnubkpni: Gpl dkup, hppbt Sunnubp
Uuwnnién) hwuinky uhpny $jkgnihtp , mipbdu whwnp
squpbktwtp gqnhwpbpmptwt hnghtt Ukp ke w&kguby,
nuw] wnopwuktp, gnhmbwl, bEpwunmtu Uuwnniény
hwunty, qopstim  thwithwp mubkgnnutp, whwp
snitukwtp jodwpujudmphil, dwppniphtt, pueniphil,
lnwnunuuhpnipht:  Zwiwwnpny (kgnihup, hwiwwnpny
pipwup, npykugh hwdpbipmptwdp nuunhwpwltup dbp
quiulutpp, b Skpp dbp quuuljubipnit ke pnn qhntnk
hngh dp, np Ppku yp juph:

Zpuwhunn

F N

Ypoupp mubkgwd L twbkr hp qupqugdut wywwndmphiup:
Luwhitwljwb opowtiibpnit Ypotwjuitt hwrwwnwihpubpnt hulpgm]L
dwpnhl htunbiws tu pumphbwt opkupubpmt bt pun wjtd
unbindws b yuwoywnwdniup:

Zuwgnju opowbitbpmt gnymphitt  nukgué Lu dbnkjubpm
wuonwumbpp bt wju YEpwyny Ephrwuywsé B twbe puph m
swip nghubp: Ujunithbnbr dwpnng dkp wnwowgws b pumipbwt
nwppbpne hwinby  wwynwdnitpp, junuwku  Gplbwght
dwpuhitbpnt wuwowwdniipp. wuwownws L wpkih m niuplp,
htsywtu twbr wy dnpnpulubp, npnug dkp dUkd wmwpwénmd
unwugwd E wpbth wquwonwdniupp: Mwonws ki twbt pumpbwut
Ubky gnmiphit mubgnn wy Epbmyputp wdwypnwp, Juyswlyp,
thnpophlip: Mwownuwdniiph wnwpluy pupdws bt bwbe onipkpp,
(Einukpp, gbwnbpp, dSwnbkpp G wyjji: ‘Lnithpwlwt qunuthwpubp
Elu quonmws ki wjjmqub dnnnymprubpm dow, tr wlintg
huwdwywunwupwt  wunniwsmphiuitp uvnbndmws Lu, bt
wjuyjku jupwye khwsé Lu uhpn), ghnkgympbwt, yunkpuquh, nidh
L wunnupkpmptwt wunniwstubpp, npnup wydd hkpwinuniptwut
bL phguputimptwt dwu §p uqub:

Unbreere Gh UGLR
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Ognuuninu  wthup, hipuyunnl  tpwbwlmphitt  niuh
Zwy wpwpbjuuwt umpp Ghknkginy hngblinpuljubbpn,
uyuwuwinpubpnit bt humwwnwgbwjubpmt hwdwp: Ukp Shpng
dop Unipp Uunnmiwdwsth yiputhnpudwt motit E: Udpnne wuhu
Up umpp Ynjuhtt tnmthpmwsé pwpwlwbubpny nt wnopputpny

n  wwwupwunnthip phdwinpiim Umpp  Uuwnniwswdon
dEputhnudwi wotp:

Ognuwninuhtt Juy wy] upbinp wot Up by, npmitt dwuht
huwwbwpwp owwnbp wbntwl stu. Umpp Uunniwdwdop
Sunnpht  Umpp S8nqwlhuhtt bt Ubbwhtt woup: Pus np
ghwnkup hpkug dwuhtt wiwbinmpbwdp bt Epypoppujut
(quwpwlwunt) ghppbpmt wdpny ghnklp, tjuwnh muktwny np
witkinwpwbibpmt ke nshtiy gpniws £ wyn dwuht:

Zpkwbbpnt twthph ghntt 8njulhdp’ pupbwuwown tp b
Ukdwhwpmun tp, hul) puhwbiwjuljwb ginth Uhtwb hwdtun
nt kphhuws. wunnmwswywu qnyg Up, np Juwypkp Luqupkp
punuphtt ukp. wudmy Ep Ubbwb, ntunh skp Yptwp quiuly
nLuktw). bul] wyn dudwbwl wiquuulmphiup Ubs twppwwnhup
Ep hptwbbpnit dow:

Urwinmphtup Ypuk, pt Gpp op Up 8nduljhd unikp whwuh
duunnigutbp Uuwnnidn) mwdwphl, hpbwy pwhwbwb qhp Yp
twhimnk hp wmbquiulnipbwt yundwnny. wbt wpgniipnun (kn
Up pwpdpwbuygy nt Yp tnthpnih wnopph nt éndwwywhmphwb.
Ubtwl jubind mwdwphtt dkp wuwwnwhwshtt dwuht, hup b
p uljuh wnopph Uuwnmdny pupkgpmphiup junpbiny. wunup
Untjuntt quiul] mubktwm wwpwquphl, quuulp unthpbp
Uuwinnidng:

bpkug wnoppn jukihyp nuntw) bt Fwppht hpkpnwlwwbnp
Up thnpuwtgk wibnhup: Bpp dwuniyp Yp suh quyu Uwphwd,
uyhtiuptt «gniuunp» Yp Ynsk: Gpkp mwph Jkpe hpkug nijanpt
hwdwduytt dwiuntyp Yp tnthpbtt mwdwpht: Cun wiwbnmphwl,

Snyuljhup vph pwth nwph Gwnp Yp dwhwbwyg, hul) Untwt juwnph
wjupwl np Yp mbutk hp pnep Shuntup:

Quipkqghl dpn. Clupundtul
Znglnp Zoijfn
U. 9ppgnp Loruunnphs Bhknkgiy
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£hqh’ thwilopny b Ynyuhn Yp wunuunhbp, hinpking Lequk np
wlnunup pupkjuoutiu Lnt Npnhhn b kp Uuwnnidnjy, np ukq

thpyk thopdnphiuk b Wkp pojnp Juuubqubpti. Udtu:
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MESSAGE DU PRELAT
La femme Ia plus sacree

L’Assomption est une des cing fétes de I'Eglise arménienne et a lieu le
dimanche le plus proche du quinze aodt. L’on célebre alors la montée au
ciel de la Mére de Dieu.

L’Eglise arménienne croit que la Sainte Vierge Marie est née d’Anne et
de Joachim, mais que le Saint-Esprit I'a purifiée, la rendant immaculée.
Marie est donc restée vierge : elle I'était avant, durant et aprés sa gros-
sesse. Sa virginité perpétuelle est soulignée dans la Bible, les traditions
de I'église, les chants liturgiques ainsi que les écrits de nos péres saints.
Ainsi on peut lire dans les chants liturgiques : « Les trois sacrements
divins sont retrouvés et révélés en vous, 0 Mére de Dieu, par une gros-
sesse stérile et une naissance immaculée, demeurant dans une virginité
chaste par la suite. » Grégoire de Nysse a dit : « Le sceau de la virginité
pure et chaste n’a pas été rompu lors de la naissance immaculée, et sa
vilrginité n'était pas un obstacle a une naissance aussi grande et mirac-
uleuse. »

Lors de I'Annonciation, I'archange Gabriel salua la Sainte Vierge en
disant : « Je te salue, toi a qui une grace a été faite; le Seigneur est avec
toi. » Puis il déclara : « Le Saint-Esprit viendra sur toi, et la puissance du
Trés-Haut te couvrira de son ombre. C'est pourquoi le saint enfant qui
naitra de toi sera appelé Fils de Dieu. » Cette réponse était nécessaire,
car a ’Annonciation le coeur f)ur de la Vierge s’était troublé et elle avait
dit a 'ange : « Comment cela se fera-t-il, puisque je ne connais point
d'’homme? »

Dans I'Evangile selon Luc, on peut lire comment Elisabeth, la mére de
Saint-Jean-Baptiste, s’écria en voyant Marie : « Comment m'est-il ac-
cordé que la mére de mon Seigneur vienne auprées de moi? » C’est ainsi
que les Evangiles témoignent de 'ascendance divine de Jésus, et c’est
;])_qu_rq,um nous croyons cwle le Christ est un des wsages de la Sainte

rinité et le fils de Dieu. Marie est donc celle qui a enfanté Dieu, ou la
Mére de Dieu.

Se basant sur la liturgie et les écrits des saints peres de I'Eglise armeéni-
enne, quinze ans apres I’Ascension du Sauveur, la Sainte Vierge décede
a Jérusalem. « Avec les forces célestes et des caléches de feu, le Sau-
veur est descendu pour la reprendre. » Les apbtres, a I'exception de
Barthélemy, organisent ses funérailles avec des psaumes et des béne-
dictions, et scellent son corps dans la vallée Cedron. Trois jours plus
tard, Barthélemy, revenu de voyage, veut lui-méme rendre visite a la
tombe. Mais quand ils ouvrent celle-ci, ils voient qu’elle est vide. Jésus
avait gardé sa promesse en la montant au ciel. Nos péres saints en
témoignent de nouveau : « Elle, qui a pris sur elle les péchés et les ago-
nies de la création en vous donnant votre Fils unique, a été prise de nous
vers de plus grandes forces... afin que nous puissions toujours avoir une
médiatrice devant vous, 6 Dieu de nos péres. » Ainsi, la Vierge Marie, la
vierge perpétuelle, la médiatrice bénie entre les femmes, est entrée dans
la gloire de Dieu.

-

WESTERN ONES, WESTERN CHURCHES
The Holiest Woman

The Assumption is one of the Armenian Church’s five Tabernacle _FDagha-

var) Feasts. It takes place on the Sunday closest to August 15. This day
celebrates the Mother of God’s ascension to heaven.

The Armenian Church believes that the Virgin Mary was born to Anne and
Joachim, but was blessed by the Holy Spirit and became immaculate. St.
Mary is thus forever a virgin: she was a virgin before, durinlg, and after
her pregnancy. We find the emphasis on her virginity in the Bible, in our
church’s Tradition, our liturgical songs, and our ecclesiastical forefathers’
written works. And so we can hear in our liturgical songs, “The three di-
vine sacraments can all be found and be revealed within you, O Mother of
God. A sterile pregnancy, an immaculate birth, remaining in chaste virginity
thereafter.” Saint Gregory of Nyssa said, “The seal of pure and chaste vir-
ginity was not broken during the immaculate birth, nor was her virginity an
obstacle to such a great and miraculous birth.”

When the angel Gabriel alppeared to Marx durin? the Annunciation, he sa-
luted her by saying, “Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with
thee.” And upon the Annunciation he declared, “The Holy Spirit shall come
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore
also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of
God.” This is said to her, for in her pure heart she had been so troubled as
to ask, “How shall this be, seeing | know not a man?”

In the Book of Luke it is written that Elizabeth, St. John the Baptist’'s moth-
er, greets Mary in saying), “And whence is this to me, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me?” This is how the Scriptures bear witness to Jesus
bein%the Lord’s son. If we believe that Christ is one |Slart of the Holy Trinity
and God’s son, then Mary is the God-bearer, or the Mother of God.

Based on the Armenian Church’s liturgical songs and our holy fathers’ teach-
ings, 15 years after the Saviour's ascension, the Blessed Virgin passed
away in Jerusalem. “With heavenly forces and fiery carriages the Saviour
descends to take her.” With psalms and blessings, the apostles, except for
Bartholomew, carried out her funeral and sealed her in the Kidron Valley.
Three days later, the apostle Bartholomew returned and wished to visit the
Virgin’s tomb. When they opened the tomb, theY found it empty. Jesus, in
keeping with his promise, had moved her. Our liturgy-writing fathers bear
once again witness to this. “She, who took upon the sins and the throes of
childbearing and gave you your only begotten Son, has been moved from
us to greater forces... so that we may always have an intercessor before
you, O God of our fathers.” And so Virgin Mary was assumed into Heaven,
remaining an ever-virgin, the Bearer of our Lord, our intercessor, and bless-
ed among all women.

There’s another aspect of freedom as well. As the renowned philosopher and social critic Os Guinness puts it, there is neg-
ative and positive freedom. By negative, he means freedom FROM something, and by positive, he means freedom FOR
something. Negative freedom assumes freedom from anything that hinders you to do or be what you will. The positive is

cherishing the freedom one has to do or become who he/she wants to, and which assumes a self-knowledge and a healthy

self-esteem of who you are as a person.

Summarizing: freedom is an existential necessity for humans. Freedom is the basis of genuine love. Freedom can be abused or misused. Hence, free-

dom assumes responsibility. Freedom is the gift of God; use it wisely.

REFLECTION: What is it that you need to be free FROM? ...an addiction, a bad habit, a negative influence? Don’t delay/postpone it. Prayerfully
consider ways of getting rid of it (e.g. a therapist, a councillor, fasting, praying). Trust God will help you, enable you, and deliver you,

because He loves you unconditionally.

What are you going to use your freedom FOR? The best way to answer this question is to meditate on who you are, and ask God to help you understand
His will for your life, and then use your freedom to achieve exactly that.
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