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Ou faut-il chercher pour pouvoir dénich-
er le véritable trésor? La Bible répond
a cette question de maniére trés claire:

«La ou est ton trésor, la aussi sera ton
coeur.» (Matthieu 6:21)

Ne devenons pas amasser des trésors
sur la terre. Il est question non seulement
de argent comme unique richesse, mais
également de tous les objets matériels,
gui ne sont pas permanents. Posséder

es choses n’est pas mal en soi. Dieu
ne l'a jamais interdit. Au contraire, il
est nécessaire d’avoir acceés a ce dont
nous avons besoin. Ne pas amasser les
trésors de ce monde signifie ne pas de-
venir les esclaves du matériel et laisser
celui-ci régner sur nous. Les trésors du
monde terrestre sont vite détruits, car ils
ne sont pas durables, mais éphémeres,
périssables.

Ainsi, les plantes s’asséchent, les fleurs
se fanent, les tempétes et les tremblem-
ents de terre sévissent, détruisant tout
sur leur chemin. L’homme vieillit, puis la
mort lui rend visite afin de lui prendre sa
vie.«Amassez-vous des trésors dans le
ciel», dit Jésus Christ. Chaque bon geste
accompli sur terre est une expression de
la 1;oi et regu comme un trésor dans le
ciel.

Un jour, un homme en possession de
grands_biens s’est approché du Christ
pour lui demander: «Bon maitre, que do-
Is-je faire pour hériter la vie éternelle?»
(Marc 10:17) L’homme voulait amasser
des trésors dans le ciel. Jésus Christ lui
a répondu: «Va, vends tout ce que tu as,
donne-le aux pauvres, et tu auras un tré-
sor dans le ciel.» (Marc 10:21) Malheu-
reusement, 'homme n’a pas écouté le
conseil du Christ et n’a pas voulu renonc-
er aux richesses qu’il possédait sur terre,
car il les aimait tant qu’il en était devenu
esclave.

Chaque fidéle doit croire qu’il est
le serviteur de Dieu et que tout ce
qu’il posséde Lui appartient. Le
vrai trésor est notre travail, notre
cceur, notre esprit, car c'est la
ou se trouve Dieu. Jésus Christ
nous demande ce qui est dans
notre coeur, quels sont nos ob-
jectifs, et qui est notre seigneur.
Gardons nos distances avec les
trésors de cette terre. Regardons
plutét notre maitre Jésus Christ,
notre Dieu, car ce n’est qu’alors
que nous pouvons amasser des
trésors dans le ciel.
Notre Seigneur dit: «Si quelqu'un
me sert, qu'il me suive; et la ou
je suis, la aussi sera mon servi-
teur.» (Jean 12:26) Personne ne
peut servir deux seigneurs: il faut
choisir entre Mammon et Dieu.
Demandons-nous: qui  aim-
erons-nous servir? Le serviteur
de Mammon est contrdlé par Sa-
tan et s’est éloigné de Dieu, alors
gue celui qui suit et sert Dieu
evient I'héritier du bonheur di-
vin. Il y a deux chemins qui s’of-
frent a nous: I'un est plus étroit,
mais nous améne a Dieu et a la
vie éternelle, alors que l'autre est
plus large, facile d’acces, et nous
meéne a notre perte.

Le choix est le nbtre...Quel che-
min choisir? La mort éternelle,
ou la vie divine?

Soyez certains dune seule
chose: la ou est votre coeur, la
aussi sera votre trésor.
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WESTERN ONES, WESTERN CHURCHES
The True Treasure

Where must one search in order to find
the true treasures of this world? The Bible
answers this question simply and clearly:
“For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21)

We must not try to gather and accumulate
the treasure on earth — not only money,
but also all material objects, which will not
last forever. Owning objects is not wrong
in and of itself. God never forbade it. Quite
the opposite, it is important to have what-
ever Is necessary for one’s needs. But not
gathering the treasures on earth is import-
ant so that we do not become enslaved to
material objects. The treasures on earth
are quick to decaP/, for they are not per-
manent and long-lasting, but fleeting and
ephemeral.

Thus, plants dry up, flowers wilt and wither,
storms and earthquakes shake the earth
and destroy everything in their way. Man
grows old until, one day, death comes to
take his life away.

“Store up for yourselves treasures in heav-
en,” said Jesus Christ. Every good action
carried out on earth is an expression of
faith and translates into a treasure in heav-
en.

One day, a man, who had great posses-
sions, ran up to Jesus and asked, “What
must | do to inherit eternal life?” (Mark
10:17) The man wanted to gather trea-
sures in heaven. Jesus said to him, “Go thy
way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to
the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in
heaven.” (Mark 10:21)

However, the man did not embrace Christ’s
advice, as he did not wish to renounce his
possessions on earth, for he so loved them
that he had become their slave.

Every believer must trust that he is God’s
faithful servant and that all he possesses
belongs to Him.

The true treasures are our
work, our heart, our spirit, for
this is where God resides. Je-
sus Christ asks us what is in
our heart, what is our aim in
this life, and who is our real
lord.

We need to stay as far away
as possible from the trea-
sures on earth. Let us take
heed instead of Jesus Christ,
our Lord, because it is only
then that we may gather and
store treasures in heaven.
The Lord said, “If any man
serve me, let him follow me;
and where | am, there shall
also my servant be.” (John
12:26) No one can have two
masters: one must choose
between Mammon and God.
Let us then ask ourselves:
who do we wish to serve?
Mammon’s servant is con-
trolled by Satan and has
stayed from the Lord, where-
as he who follows and serves
God inherits the happiness of
heaven. There are two paths
offered to us. One is much
narrower, yet takes us directly
to God and to eternal life. The
other, although wider, leads
us to eternal damnation.

The choice is ours...Which
ath do we choose? Eternal
ife, or eternal death?

Be assured of one thing:
where your heart is, there
your treasure will be also.

“Freedom...” was the
H‘EE"“M last word William Wal-

lace (actor: Mel Gibson)
shouted out loud before being executed
under torture in the movie “Braveheart”.
What is freedom, and why do people sacri-
fice their lives for it?
Freedom is the existential “breath” of an
individual or a society. It is impossible to
live without, and it is worth dying for. It is
the medium by which individuals and na-
tions can realize themselves and become
whoever and whatever they want to be.
Therefore, freedom is not an aim in itself;
it is the means to achieve life’s goals, and
the ultimate purpose of becoming who you
are created to be.
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Yet, freedom has often been abused or
misused to the degree of self-destruction.
On a personal level, having the freedom to
smoke and drink often ends up very tragi-
cally. On a political or national level, power
abuse has been implemented by govern-
ments, either upon other nations or on their
own people. Hence, with freedom comes
responsibility, which assumes moral, ethi-
cal standards, and boundaries. No one is
absolutely free to do whatever, whenever,
and wherever he/she wants to do; one may,
but one cannot control the negative conse-
quences one’s actions would produce. As it
is said: “Sometimes freedom is the enemy
of freedom.”
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CREATOR

GRATEFULNESS
HOLY

Word Search

Use it wisely, don’t abuse/misuse it self-destructively.

In the first book of the Bible, Genesis (Chapters 1-3), in the
creation narrative, God created human beings, man and
woman, and gifted them with a free will, and gave them a
choice. They had to choose either to obey God’s wisdom or
eat of the fruit of the forbidden tree of the knowledge of good
and evil (which linguistically, in original Hebrew language
terms, means falling into the arrogance of omniscience; in
other words, playing God). The big question is: why did God
set this “trap” before the first humans he had just created?
It is because God wanted His creatures to love him free-
ly. Now, how can anyone love genuinely without having the
freedom not to love? By Biblical definition, love cannot be
and should not be forced, it has to be genuinely free and
unconditional. Hence, the free will...

to be continued
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